
0ril ftAoo...[NlL, ft Aoo. ..\lq 3'C$egF2.:r o

Power politics
Powerpolitics are in firll swins. Who
nas enougl power and moneylo
rnrluence the election outcode? The
Dlg guns rvho carry the most financial
and political influence seem to have
shifted their support to new
candidates in the distrist and
regional council.

What's new_?_Unfortunately this is
now.rt's done. Who sr:pports,,rhti is
no D:g deal excep! u.hen pre_election
Dromlse.s are made b._.hind t);,rr
.scc3tgs oi_.e mayoral candidate has
g:1q,lle ho.nesty and iutegrity to

ff :ljff "*y,[',,HtTJr"ff l'"fl h,".
omer Dlg-s_pending candidates and
uckets to do the same, before casting
the first stone.

_^!o+.glled r4depen<lent regional
councilIors who have been i-rlentified
as supporting a mayoral candidaJJ
s.eem to have crossed another line
ma-t leeds some explainine. If thev
reer rhgt strongty, why dorlt they " 

-mal(e_their concerns knsrarn s1 pu1
m:x-,!ar3es 

.f.orward for mayor?
__ _r 

ms sltuafiqn, unfortunat'ely, is
y3e1e nqlifics have gone. It's ati about
wno nas the power, influsnss an6
numDers-to_canry their agendas
$brcgC+ Whangarei has seen first-
nand.what happens when teams or
nckets control council. Council
mqtings-are brief and couniittors not
9l jh, g lrgket qec^oge marginari;A 
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ano.ureleyqlt If this is what we want
repEced, Ieqs not fall into the same
Flryq_31n What.about individual,
moeperulent ttrinking, diversity of
opnton and the only vested interest
Demg tne conununity's well-beine?
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