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From: “Morris & Jillian Cutforth” <morrisjill@xtra.co.nz>
To: "Erc Angelo” <ercangelo@clear.net.nz>
Cc: *Julie Holt" <julie.holt@auckland.ac.nz>; “judith hatton" <jhatton.nz@gmail.com>; "Judith Nasarek"

<najunz@yahoo.com>; "John Ross" <jgrbarrister@xtra.co.nz>; “"John Kooge" <JGMMM@xtra.co.nz>,
*John Gardiner® <kiwikeyhole@xtra.co.nz>; "John Cutforth” <jpcutforth@yahoo.co.nz>; "John
Colman" <colman@vodafone.co.nz>; “John and Barb" <john.and.barb.round@xtra.co.nz>; "Jeremy
Busck" <jeremy.busck@xtra.co.nz>; "Jeffery Turner” <jturner@freshdirect.co.nz>; "Jeff Shepherd”
<panda@daltron.com.pg>; “Jeff Griggs & Vicki Sampson" <summergarden@xtra.co.nz>; "Jeff Grigg"
<grigg@clear.net.nz>; "Jeanette Clow" <jclow@mtroskillint.school.nz>; "Jean Marie & Mariejean”
<jmlacanal@wanadoo.fr>; "Janet Ponifasio” <ipjp@yahoo.com>; "Janet McAllistai™
<janet mcatlister@gmail.com>; "Jake and Aimee Trass" <jake_fannin@yahoo.com>; "Hugh Rose"
<hugh@prose.co.nz>; "Helen Smithson" <helen.smithson@xtra.co.nz>; "Hans & Rosalie Eilering*
<eilering@ihug.co.nz>; "Greg & Chris Mutton" <muttonge@ihug.co.nz>; "Gray Shepherd"
<gray@shepherdengine.co.nz>; "Grahame, Claire & Emma Cutforth” <cutforths@intemet.co.nz>;
"Grant & Nanette Alexander’ <grant@ngapourihighlands.co.nz>; “Granam Hughes"
<blindpoet259@yahoo.com>; "Graeme Wrack” <Graeme@brownday.co.nz>; "Gordon Ferrier”
<gordon@icave.co.nz>; "Geoff and Karen Craven" <thecravens@xtra.co.nz>; "G-C-R-Brackenbury"
<G-C-R-Brackenbury@xtra.co.nz>; "Fleur Cutforth & Jeremy Tuck" <jtandfleur@sxtra.co.nz>; "Erka &
Julian” <erikafindlay@gmail.com>; "Eric Beckers" <Eric.Beckers@xtra.co.nz>

Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2010 8:07 PM

Subject: Christmas Greetings

Hello Everyone

Well, it's Christmas time which has crept up on us all so unexpectedly. Jillian and I
have had hardly any time to absorb the significance of Chrisimas this year. We
have been so busy. ' '

THE YEAR

The first 6 months of the year we were wondering how we could manage to live on
the income I was generating so we began to look at other options. We looked at
buying a cattery (which was far too expensive), a Bed & Breakfast (which our
accountant would not approve of), then we sold a beach section (quite
unexpectedly). '

In June I was approached by Peter Jensen to stand for mayor! How flattering was
that! We were flabbergasted and contemplated what we were to do. We reckoned
that if God was in this conundrum we would soon find out. We agreed to have a go.

For 8 weeks I campaigned on issues I was ignorant of and commented on things I
had no idea about. The silly part about it was I had traction with the voters. My
opponents were not well known and they didn't seem to relate to the public. Even
the newspaper admitfed it was a “two horse race”. The outcome, ¢ convincing
victory which I am now trying to make sense of. As a family we were over the moon
and we had congratulations from everywhere. Family, old friends, colleagues,
Training College days, several folk from auction days, lots of wedding couples and
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some from funerals I had taken. It was amazing.

Since October 9™ our lives have changed. From a semi-retired state I am now working
from 7.30am until often 10.00pm. I am constantly challenged by having to understand the
workings of Council and the dreaded media. I am trying to understand my Councillors,
Most are very helpful but some are grumpy because they are no longer in a position of
responsibility or feel they have been demoted. I am trying to be inclusive, encouraging
and helpful.

Jillian, mayoress extraordinaire does her part in a very professional manner. She is by my
side constantly and T think we make a good team. We have been out for dinner so many
times I can only suggest, “Look at my waistline!” Everyone wants a mayoral presence and
as much as we can, we oblige. T must admit it hasn't all been easy but we are becoming
used to public scrutiny and T am constantly tired from all the long hours and continual
pressure. I also feel very undeserving of my role and I feel unwanted expectations. It is
good to know that so many folk are praying for us and this gives us great strength. The
_best thing has been when people have said, "Do not change from being Morris, Keep being
your

Whangarei is a place I am immensely proud of with its great natural beauty and warm
climate, Best of af! are the people with lots of communities doing amazing things. Kind
folk, who have the welfare of their fellow citizens at heart. I am so proud to be the
mayor who feads this district. I hope I can do you all proud, as a family member, as your
friend, as someone you know. There is still a bed for you here at 73 Mackesy Road. Don't
stay away because I have gained this unmerited status.

God bless you all this Christmas. We look forward to seeing you sometime in 2011. Happy
Christmas & a Prosperous New Year.

Love, Morris & Jillian
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