Statement on Resource Consent Application 
Northland Regional Council

36 Water Street

Whangarei 

This statement is on an application made under the Resource Management Act 1991.

Full Names: s          Warren & Patricia Slater (

Postal Address: s ‘Kauri View’ 

                             Riding Downs Way

                             R.D.9. 

                             Whangarei

                             0179 

                             New Zealand (

Telephone:           09 4594992

Facsimile:             09 4594992

Mobile:                  Warren     0274 948955      Pat      0274 814620n

() or organisation(s) in

Email:                     w.d.slater@xtra.co.nz
I / We are making a statement on the application described below: 

Name of Applicant:   Whangarei District Council

Council References:  CON20090435202
Proposed Activity: 

CHANGE CONDITION 16: Proposed change is bolded and underlined:

The treated wastewater discharged to Limeburners Creek in accordance

with this consent are all those flows to the treatment plant which cannot

be treated by the first stage trickling filters. These are all flows in excess of

57,400 cubic metres per day up to a maximum of 140,000 cubic metres

per day, hereafter referred to as Extreme Wet Weather Flows.

Note: The Consent Holder intends to upgrade Okara Pump Station so

that a greater volume of wastewater can be pumped to the Whangarei

Wastewater Treatment Plant during extreme wet weather flows rather than
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overflowing directly from this pump station. The maximum allowable treated

wastewater discharge volume from the Whangarei Wastewater Treatment                                                  
Plant during such events is not explicitly stated in Condition 16, although it

is deemed by the Regional Council to be 90,000 cubic metres per day. This

change to Condition 16 is to allow an increase in this maximum to 140,000

cubic metres per day during extreme wet weather flows.
Location:        Whangarei Wastewater Treatment Plant                                                                         

I / We: 

Oppose the application listed above

The reasons for my / our views are: 

There has been ongoing consultation since 1989 in relation to the sewerage issues with Resource Consents in relation to discharges being applied for and granted by the Northland Regional Council approx every five years since then with apparent little action to solve the issues. 
It appears they Whangarei District Council wish to just shift the problem from the Okara pump station overflows that have been occurring on many occasions over many years, to the ‘discharge of primary treated wastewater’ from the Whangarei District Council Wastewater Treatment Plant into Limeburners Creek.
Whangarei District Council needs to fix the problem; they have procrastinated about this for too long. Inflows & infiltration to the wastewater system needs urgent action by WDC
We too often see signage relating to sewerage spills in our harbour (over 20 last year). Is the present sewerage system not controlling the demands of today? If so, maybe all development in the C.B.D. and surrounding suburbs should be placed on hold until the basic infrastructure can handle the demands expected of today and the future.   

All our waterways, streams and harbours should be safe for bathing and swimming to ensure the health of our community. They also must be to a safe standard for fish and shellfish to be collected without fear of contamination.

We love our streams, waterways and harbour so there must be no discharge of sewage (unless 100% fully treated) into our precious waterways. 
Zero Tolerance - No Exceptions
In 2007 many NRC Councillors campaigned to protect our waterways and harbours.
The Regional Councils are the line of responsibility charged with investigating the potential adverse environmental effects; hence they should strongly oppose this application.
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Northland Regional Council, stop placing an ambulance at the bottom of the cliff, be bold and community minded by refusing the Whangarei District Council consent to pour untreated sewerage into our harbour.  If you don’t refuse consent, they will once again ignore this problem. It’s time to make Whangarei a healthy place to live and visit and that solution is now in your hands.                                         

I / We seek the following decision from the Northland Regional Council: 

Decline the applications on the grounds:

This application fails to comply with relevant sections of the Regional Policy Statement and is also inconsistent with policies and objectives in the Regional Coastal plan.

Alternative options / conditions:

a/  If the Northland Regional Council does grant consent it needs to be a term of not longer than 12 months

and / or

b/  If the Northland Regional Council does grant consent over a longer term it must stipulate that the quantities of discharge are reducing substantially over the time of consent indicating that improvements are being implemented to remedy the problem.
Appearance at Council Hearing in support of statement:

I / We do wish to be heard in support of my / our statement 

Additional Information:

I / We have served a copy of my / our statement on the applicant. (This is required by Section 96(4) of the Resource Management Act 1991)
Thank you for your consideration of our statement on this most important issue and if you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact us on 09 4594992.

Signed:  Warren Slater                                               Patricia Slater    

27th January 2010                      
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