Level playing

. Your commen in relation to Mr
Craig's letter (7 Gctober), . .

* demanstrates your clear L{c'k'of ;
urderstanding of the issues.

By using quotation marks in’
candidate responses you have
indicated that iheir respongzes are
direct quotations. You have
published their responses in the form

= of transerip:, and nol as jouma]jstic
. . interpretation, without any -
i - disclaimer to the effect that what you
have published is not, necessarily,
" what the candidate actually said.
At ]eaves out the refakes, the ums
and ahs, the silences when
- candidates were uncasy, the
idiosyncrasjes of language and the,
L references to notes by
‘some. Television interviews are
- primurily about body language
_(hence the title “Hot Seat™; in
‘omitting this you omit the - : 3 -
© fundamentai quality of thesc  READERS MISLED: Ry style of can_df'date responses, a reader claims. . PICTURE/FILE
mterwews : !
- Your réference to Tim Shadbolt is
‘hard to fathom. His megsages have

_ always been strongly reinforced by
his body language; a combination

- which !-{--1Ic1 not be deseribed as

z “smoo 1-talking” bul which is,

‘., clearly, zrceptable to electors where
a similar “{ranscript” may not have
been. Similarly David Lange and
Robert Muldoon

-Sar.e candidates have mvested a’

. considerable amount of tire in
- understanding issues and in
expressing themselves lucidly. They
havearig:-t to expect that they will
be offered a level playing feld to
distinguish themselves Jrom those
who have nol and whe have dithered |

“over their responses.

By publishing such “transeripts™
as written guotation vou umit the
central quality provided by the
medium that the inferview was

. conducted in, misled readers and
disarivantage those candidates who
were forthright in their presentation.
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Boost school dentai work

In his resnnnean tnm ronar dhad fhe
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