-'_gcouncll seeks sevsage sol

Mot
"I.lsi'd by the Gold Coast Council in

'by Mlke Dmsdale

-An mnmatwc scwerage syslem
“uged on the Gold Coast could be
. the - zaswer to Whangarei's
wastewater woes,
. Mayor Morris Cutforth and a
‘ouncii delegation are in Au‘;tralia
i0 assess the system.
Mr Cutforth, Whangare: Dis-

tifct Couneil Infrastruchure Com- -

mitter chairman Greg Martin,

chief execulive Mark Simpson and -

Infrastructure and Services group
. manager Simon Weston flew to
the Gold Coast veslerday.

The Waterfuture system is

the Pimpama Coomera region ard
is a strategy to provide a secure
water supply to the region whilst

- delivering social, environmental
“-and economic benefits to the com-

munity using a mixture of treat-
ment methods,

~. A big part of the system is
recycling water and it is designed

‘to accommodate a fast-growing

population.
The WDC group hopes it can he
used to solve Whangarci's

wastewater problems. Since Janu-
ary 2002 there have been at least
50 zewizge spills in the Whangarei
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Harbour and contributing streams

from the city's wastewater treat-

ment systene
The district couneci! plans on
spending $5¢ million on the system

"¢v er the next mine years, but the

Gold Coast system may provide a
cherper alternative. The Piropama

‘Cowmera population is set to grow

from 5800 to 150,000 in 50 years,
Mr Cutforth said the Geld
Crast shared several geographic
features with Whangarei, keing a
coastal settlement with an empha-
gls on water sports and recreation.
“If the system can cope with
the tropical rains and population

lution on 1 Gold Coast
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pressures there, then m hnpeful
it will do so here,” he said.

“Cleaning up -the. harhour
remains one of my top priorities
and Tm willing to lock at almost
‘any affordable option that will
contribute to that™

While Mr Simpson and Mr
Weston both have engineering
backgrounds to assess the suit-
ahility of the system, Mr Cutforth
said he and Mr Martin would need
to be convineed aboul ils viability
so they could explain it to the
harbour puardian groups and the
other - councillers who would
-ultimately make the decision.




