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Whangaret Dlstnm Cpineil ea(ecuh\«a-

officers say the $20 million sale of

council-owned land at Okara for a hig-

hox developnient is well under way, with

“ae council contractualljr locked into the
deal.

“ Giroup manager suppor’( services Alan

“Adcock and CEO Mark Simpson were
respon’ing to query -from Cr n(ahu
Sutheriand subout “the staie of pla/” on
the sale to dcvelopn"*ut consomum EWH
Propertic.s

“If the sale doesn't go ahead it would
have = huge effect on our finances,” Cr

“Sutherland said.

‘through- the ‘consent process. At.this .

Mr Adeock said there were three

conditions attached to.the sale; the
de;eloper’s inspection of the pmnert},
thé due diligence process,-and the anpli-

cation for resource consent. The first two -

corditions had been met and BWH Pro-
perties hod pntil June 30 next year to go

ﬁ‘d\l ac '-‘%’Ft"._

--point “the -agreemnt - vwmni become
" unconditional “and will proceed”.

“The ball i3 in i%eir court t proceed

_and couneil is contracted to continue,” he
- said [the developer has not yet applied

for respuree consent].
Council CEQ Mark Simpson sa’1 the -

sale -to BWH :Properties represinted
-extremely good value for the community
“and ‘would prevent further retail frag-

mentation by building “a kernel” c]ose to -

< ‘the city cenire,

““The altern.tive is that market forces

. -will attack and gc to other places which
_will further fragmeni retail in the city

gnd ¢ause more traffic problems.”
Mayor Morrls Cutforth said
media ... has beed gettr@ in the way of

. the Whangarel Digt+iet “Joupell's desire
“to see thrdugh the leud sale™

“They have been irying to creal.e wO1l-

“fHet over 4he issue and they nsed to get

their act together.” -
.This contradicted a statement - he
ade »hmrt the prruosed sale immedi-

“the -

way wmclldeclares

-L;h NBU'EAM g Lo
~ately after his election last month, saying
he would see if the Neil Group would be

interested in revisiting its multi-million
dollar plan for a retail precinet and
boutique hotel in the Whangarei, central
business area. “If they are keen to do
that we won't be going ahead with the
01d Boys sale . .. there isn’t room for two
developments,” “he said.

" A distriet council statement making it
clear that Mr Cutforth had chanped his
views since faldng office was published
in the Northern Advocate earlier this
week.

‘Mayor and councE believed a big-box
siyle development was inevitable in
Whangarei and.that it was preferable to
have the development at Okara rather

‘than in penpheral suburb.m areas, it

satd.

Mayor Cutizrih ‘vomd offer every
encouragement to Wayne Hill, who leads
the development consortium, to help hire:
complete the deal and build the new

comp]ex




